
4th annual Betty Bloomer Ford

CANCER  
REHABILITATION  
CONFERENCE

Registration/Breakfast 7 a.m.
Conference 7:55 a.m.-4:25 p.m.

Prince Conference Center at Calvin College
1800 East Beltline Ave. SE, Grand Rapids

616.526.7200 or 1.866.526.7200

Friday, May 3, 2019



TARGET AUDIENCE

Physicians • Medical residents/students • Nurses/nurse practitioners/
students • Physician assistants/students • Occupational, physical, 
recreational and speech therapists/students • Psychologists •  
Social workers • Exercise physiologists • Rehabilitation program 
administrators • Rehabilitation specialists • Case managers •  
Claims specialists • Registered dietitian nutritionist • Other professionals 
involved in cancer care

OUTCOMES

By attending the 2019 Betty Bloomer Ford Cancer Rehabilitation 
Conference, participants will be able to discuss various treatment 
options, potential side effects of treatment, strategies to manage side 
effects and the rehabilitation needs for these patients. Attendees will 
be able to identify appropriate rehabilitation goals for hospice and 
palliative care patients and nutritional strategies for raising energy 
levels and reducing fatigue. Those in attendance will be able to describe 
the cognitive and emotional assessment of patients with brain tumors, 
as well as genetic mutations and how they affect tumor growth and 
neuroplasticity and the implications for rehabilitation.   

2019 FACULTY

Derek Bergsma, MD, radiation oncologist, Department of Radiation 
Oncology, Mercy Health Lacks Cancer Center

Amy Bragagnini, MS, RD, CSO, CDN, registered dietitian, Department 
of Radiation Oncology, Mercy Health Lacks Cancer Center

Bryan Figueroa, MD, neurosurgeon, Great Lakes Neurosurgical 
Associates, P.C.  

Nicolette Gabel, PhD, clinical psychologist specialist, Department of 
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation, University of Michigan

Wendy Sherman, MD, medical director neuro-oncology, co-director 
Spectrum Health Brain and Spine Tumor Center, Spectrum Health 
Medical Group, Department of Neurosciences

Meagan Smith, DO, physiatrist, Mary Free Bed Rehabilitation Hospital 

Sean Smith, MD, assistant professor, Department of Physical Medicine 
& Rehabilitation, Cancer Rehabilitation Medicine, University of Michigan

Michael Stellini, M.D., M.S., FACP, FAAHPM, clinical professor of 
medicine, Wayne State University; director, Supportive Care Services, 
Karmanos Cancer Center; program director, Hospice and Palliative 
Medicine Fellowship, Detroit Medical Center/Wayne State University

Colleen Sullivan, MD, physiatrist, Mary Free Bed Rehabilitation Hospital 

W. Christian VandenBerg, MD, medical director, Mary Free Bed Betty 
Bloomer Ford Cancer Rehabilitation Program

Overview

This year’s focus will be the special needs of the patient who has been diagnosed with brain cancer. An expert multidisciplinary 
faculty will present topics aimed at providing crucial, evidence-based information to the professionals who care for patients with 
brain tumors so they can provide excellent care across the continuum. 

DISCLOSURES 

Planning Committee 

The Planning Committee members do not have any relevant financial 
relationships or non-financial relationships to disclose. 

Speakers 

Derek Bergsma, MD
Financial – Employed as a radiation oncologist, Department of Radiation 
Oncology, Mercy Health Lacks Cancer Center; receiving honorarium. 
Nonfinancial – No relevant nonfinancial relationship exists. 

Amy Bragagnini, MS, RD, CSO, CDN 
Financial – Employed as a registered dietitian, Department of Radiation 
Oncology, Mercy Health Lacks Cancer Center; receiving honorarium.
Nonfinancial – No relevant nonfinancial relationship exists. 

Nicolette Gabel, PhD
Financial – Employed as a clinical psychologist specialist, 
Department of Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation, University of 
Michigan; receiving honorarium.
Nonfinancial – No relevant nonfinancial relationship exists. 

Wendy Sherman, MD
Financial – Employed as medical director neuro-oncology, co-director 
Spectrum Health Brain and Spine Tumor Center, Spectrum Health 
Medical Group, Department of Neurosciences; receiving honorarium. 
Nonfinancial – No relevant nonfinancial relationship exists. 

Meagan Smith, DO
Financial – Employed as a physiatrist, Mary Free Bed Rehabilitation 
Hospital 
Nonfinancial – No relevant nonfinancial relationship exists. 

Sean Smith, MD 
Financial – Employed as an assistant professor, Department of Physical 
Medicine & Rehabilitation, Cancer Rehabilitation Medicine, University of 
Michigan; receiving honorarium.
Nonfinancial – No relevant nonfinancial relationship exists. 

Michael Stellini, M.D., M.S., FACP, FAAHPM    
Financial – Employed as a clinical professor of medicine, Wayne State 
University; director, Supportive Care Services, Karmanos Cancer Center; 
program director, Hospice and Palliative Medicine Fellowship, Detroit 
Medical Center/Wayne State University; receiving honorarium.
Nonfinancial – No relevant nonfinancial relationship exists.

Colleen Sullivan, MD
Financial – Employed as a physiatrist, Mary Free Bed Rehabilitation 
Hospital 
Nonfinancial – No relevant nonfinancial relationship exists. 

W. Christian VandenBerg, MD
Financial – Employed as medical director, Mary Free Bed Betty Bloomer 
Ford Cancer Rehabilitation Program
Nonfinancial – No relevant nonfinancial relationship exists.

  



2019 CANCER CONFERENCE  
PLANNING COMMITTEE:

Christopher Boer, MSPT, therapy team lead, Medically Complex Team

Marilyn Burkhart, LMSW, care manager, Outpatient Neuro Adult

Deidre Butkus, BA, medical/allied health education coordinator

Katie Harrington, CTRS, recreational therapist, Medically Complex Team

Sarah K. Jordan, BSN, RN, CRRN, nurse coordinator, Day Rehab Program

Jennifer McWain PT, MHS, CHC, compliance officer and clinical 
excellence specialist

Terry Milnamow, OTR/L, inpatient occupational therapy lead,  
Medically Complex Team

Tina Monahon, MA, CCC-SLP, CBIS, speech-language pathologist, 
Medically Complex Team

Michelle Morin, RN, BSN, registered nurse, Medically Complex Team

Maria Opoku-Agyeman, RN, CRRN, CBIS, nursing director, Spinal Cord 
Injury, Pediatrics, Oncology and Cardiopulmonary programs

Bonita M. Pawloski, MEd, R.T.(R)(T)(ARRT), director of education

Kirk Randall, PT, MS, outpatient therapy/oncology team lead

W. Christian VandenBerg, MD, medical director, Betty Bloomer Ford 
Cancer Rehabilitation Program

AGENDA

CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION

Mary Free Bed Rehabilitation Hospital is accredited by Michigan State 
Medical Society to provide continuing medical education for physicians.

Mary Free Bed Rehabilitation Hospital designates this live educational 
activity for a maximum of 6.75 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)™. 
Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate with the extent of 
their participation in the activity.

Mary Free Bed Rehabilitation Hospital is an approved provider of 
continuing nursing education by the Wisconsin Nurses Association, an 
accredited approver by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s 
Commission on Accreditation. 6.75 contact hours will be awarded for 
successful completion.

This continuing education program has been submitted for 6.75 clock 
hours as recognized by the Michigan Social Work Continuing Education 
Collaborative.

This program has been submitted to The Commission for Case Manager 
Certification for approval to provide board certified case managers with 
6.75 clock hour(s).

This program has been submitted to the Michigan Physical Therapy 
Association for 6.75 credit hours of physical therapy education in 
Michigan.

Certificates will be awarded and emailed to participants who attend 
the conference, submit a completed evaluation and complete a sign-in 
form. The number of continuing education credits/units awarded will 
be based on the hours attended and the requirements of the specific 
accreditation body. 

Certificates will be emailed within three weeks of the conference date.

7-7:55 a.m.  Registration/Exhibits/Breakfast

7:55-8 a.m.  Welcome and Opening Remarks 
W. Christian VandenBerg, MD, medical director, 
Mary Free Bed Betty Bloomer Ford Cancer 
Rehabilitation Program

8-8:45 a.m.   Bryan Figueroa, MD 
Topic: Malignancy in Eloquent Brain

8:45-9:30 a.m.   Wendy Sherman, MD 
Topic: Advances in Treatment of Glioblastoma

9:30-9:50 a.m. Break/Networking/Exhibits

9:50-10:35 a.m.  Derek Bergsma, MD 
Topic: Radiation Therapy Treatment Strategies: 
Focused versus Whole Brain Radiation

10:35-11:20 a.m.  Panel Discussion 
Bryan Figueroa, MD, Wendy Sherman, MD, 
Derek Bergsma, MD, Meagan Smith, DO and 
Colleen Sullivan, MD 
Facilitator: W. Christian VandenBerg, MD

11:20 a.m.-12:20 p.m.  Lunch/Networking/Exhibits

12:20-1:20 p.m.  Nicolette Gabel, PhD 
Topic: Cognitive and Emotional Assessment of 
Patients with Brain Tumors 

1:20-2:20 p.m.  Michael Stellini, MD, MS, FACP, FAAHPM 
Topic: Palliative Care and Hospice: Setting 
Appropriate Rehabilitation Goals 

2:20-2:40 p.m. Break/Networking/Exhibits 

2:40-3:25 p.m.  Amy Bragagnini, MS, RD, CSO, CDN 
Topic: Cancer Nutrition

3:25-4:25 p.m.  Sean Smith, MD 
Topic: Genetic Mutations and how they Affect 
Tumor Growth and Neuroplasticity and the 
Implications for Rehabilitation  

4:25 p.m.  Conclusion and Evaluations



3 EASY WAYS TO REGISTER AND PAY

1.) Online registration 

Please copy and paste the URL below and use Google Chrome, Firefox or Safari (not 
Internet Explorer)  
https://www.regonline.com/2019BettyBloomerFordCancerConference

Payment option: Visa or Mastercard

2.) Mail 

Complete the attached registration form and mail to: 
Attn: Medical Education/Cancer Conference Registration 
Mary Free Bed Rehabilitation Hospital 
235 Wealthy St. SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503-5247 

Payment option: check, Visa or Mastercard

3.) Fax 

Complete the attached registration form and fax to: 

616.840.9626 / Attn: Medical Education/Cancer Conference Registration 

Payment option: Visa or Mastercard

Please make check payable to: Mary Free Bed Fund/Cancer ‘19

* A service fee of $35 will be assessed for all checks returned for insufficient funds or for 
charges made to closed accounts. 

REGISTRATION CONFIRMATION

Registration will be taken in the order in which payment is received. Payment must 
accompany the registration form to confirm a seat at this conference. If registering 
online, you will receive immediate confirmation via email. If registering by mail or 
fax, you will receive confirmation of your registration within 10 business days. If you 
do not receive a confirmation, please call 616.840.8292.

REFUND POLICY

Registrants unable to attend may send an alternate with prior written notification. 
The alternate must complete a registration form. The registration fee, less a $75 
service charge, is refundable if written notice of cancellation is received by April 5. 
No refunds will be issued for cancellations received after April 5.

CANCELLATION OR REPLACEMENT OF SPEAKER

In the event of an activity cancellation, the liability of Mary Free Bed Rehabilitation 
Hospital will be limited to a full or partial refund of registration fees. Mary Free Bed 
reserves the right to substitute an equally qualified speaker.

LOCATION
Prince Conference Center at Calvin College
1800 East Beltline Ave. SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49546-5951

616.526.7200

Registrants are responsible for hotel arrangements, if needed. Please note when 
making your room reservations that you will be attending the “Mary Free Bed 
Cancer Conference” on Friday, May 3.

DRESS CODE

Business casual. The conference room temperature can fluctuate; it is 
recommended you bring a sweater or jacket.

CONFERENCE FEES 

Breakfast, lunch and refreshments are included in registration fee. 

 Early Bird* – Through March 15 After March 15
MFB Professionals/Network q $150 q $175
Professional Staff (outside MFB) q $175 q $200
Residents/Students q $75 q $100
Cancer Survivors and Family Members q $50 q $60

*To be eligible for the Early Bird Special, you must register by March 15.

PARTICIPANT INFORMATION – (Please print)

You must complete this ENTIRE SECTION to register!

Name: ________________________________________________________________

Credentials (Degrees/Certifications):  _______________________________________

Title:  _________________________________________________________________

Organization:  __________________________________________________________

Address:  ______________________________________________________________

City/State/ZIP:  _________________________________________________________

Phone Number:  ________________________________________________________

Fax Number:  ___________________________________________________________

Email Address:  _________________________________________________________

PAYMENT INFORMATION

q Check enclosed payable to: Mary Free Bed Fund/Cancer ‘19

Please select one:  q Visa q Mastercard

Card number: __________________________________________________________

Expiration date:  ________________________________________________________

Name (as it appears on card):  _____________________________________________

Cardholder’s signature:  __________________________________________________

Cardholder’s phone number:  _____________________________________________

CONTINUING EDUCATION CREDITS (CEUs) 
Choose one: 
q No Certificate of Attendance needed 

q CCMC (Case Manager)

q  CME (Continuing Medical Education for Physicians, Psychologists and  
Mid-Level Providers)

q General Certificate of Attendance (OT, OTA, CTRS, SLP, etc.)

q Continuing Nursing Education (LPNs, MSNs, RNs) 
State license number required at sign in.

q MPTA (PT, PTA) 

q MSW/CEC (Social Workers — State License # required at sign in)
State license number required at sign in. 

CHECK HERE FOR SPECIAL DIETARY CONSIDERATIONS

q Vegetarian Entrée
q Gluten-Free

REGISTRATION FORM

If you require special arrangements to fully participate in 
this symposium, please call 616.840.8292


